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NICARAGUA: Situation Report 

\//Aooovding to -press reports^ reinforced .N^oaraguan 

troops bepan rJ IZllZrel 

troublespot— after an attempt by the Embassy 

oease-fire i. not yet al 

reports the ge-neral J when 80 percent of the business 

effective as the January s pp g j ai-rihe's effectiveness 

closed. The government's estimates of the smKe s ejj e 

remain ridiculously! low ._/ 



rale xn tne 


I //While recent guerrilla successes have lowepd mo- 
uni?rin Ihe ranks appears to be unbroken. 
ISomoza was not considering stepping 


down.// 

The perception that the gap between the 

his toes cannot .® , head of the opposition newspaper, 

;SS?J^e;eSt"uf Somo.a would finish 
his term. 

[Although the President has made preliminary contact 

with one I f the traditional °PP°=i^i°n m 
extremely unlxkely the opposition leader may 

erl^bi^dSSr:rt^d! 

mSntS-old'’holpItal s?r!kfwas declared Illegal, paving the way 

• ;^r»-hnn‘n,- 


for more aggressive government action, 
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Meanwhile, the Sandinista guerrilla leader who led the 
assauxr on the national palace last week reportedly flew to San 
Jose yesterday. About two dozen other Sandinistas who were freed 
from prison in Nicaragua in exchange for hostage s were reported 
to have arrived in Havana from Pan ama yesterday. I 
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ISRAEL: New Public Opinion Poll 


A recent telephone survey conducted by the Dahaf 
polltng organisation indicates that more than 60 percent of 
the Israeli public would support the return of some of the 
occupied West Bank if this would enable Israel to obtavn an 
agreement with Egypt at Camp Davvd. A poll conducted by He- 
brew University early in August indicated a magor'Vty oj 
Israelis do not share Prime Minister Begin' s rel^g^ous and 
ideological attachment to the whole of the terrvtory. 


The Dahaf organization also found that 62 percent of 
those polled were satisfied with Begin' s performance in office, 
a gain of a few percentage points from previous polls and an^in- 
dication that Begin 's popularity continues on the upturn that 
began in July. Begin 's rebounding health clearly has 
many Israelis, who now also appear convinced that he has dem- 
onstrated reasonable flexibility on key peace negotiation 
issues . 


Egyptian President Sadat's public hard line on the 
West sanx withdrawal issue and his ouster of the Israeli 
military delegation from Alexandria 

already strong Israeli perceptions that Sadat, not Begin, is 
the intransigent party blocking progress on the negotiatJ.ng 
front. 


E 


I The Dahaf poll further indicated Defense Minister 
eizman e njoys the support of more than 70 percent of the 
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p.blic--a level of popularity he has mai^ 

ra?L?LSln"wrtA Sayan, whgse popularity has 

dropped somewhat in recent months. 
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NAMIBIA: Settlement Recommendations 


If/ff Secretary General Waldheim’s recommendations for 

...UnenJ Z MTlTJern f 

oloser to ffUJf f 'stated position. Higeria has 

pose convemng a formal Western members of the 

ember-more than a week IZn Even if the Secu- 

Council want to vote a;^ Waldheim’s re- 

rvty Councvl Znificant r Visions , the South Afr%cans 

?ra{r.a.la on pen.itunp a tanps » 
peacekeeping force to enter Nam^b^a. 


^ -^^"tSartSSTaftllSS^ ^fth”^ ?sraf ftSeSSth^of 

5,000 men, Sf 7,500 melts the demands 

iTZL^Aca^s have sought to 
limit the UN military force to 2,000. 


I The Secretary General also recommends scheduling an 
election L 

:?S\”?SSsifiralTrogram tJis s^^^^ 

proposal, was desrgned^to^allow^^^^ return.home 

fugees, ^ terms with candidates whose political 

and compete on African administration has encouraged, 

loutr^fficf^antf ^he election held by the end of this year. 

to give It time for last minuu - states. Nujoma re- 

^rrfediriS^vfd^i^Sosjate^Wedn^ 

SafSf f nSefby’She independent minded Nigerians to show 
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that they cannot be rushed by the Western powers 
new Foreign Minister Adefote time to prepare for 
Council meeting. 


and to give 
a Security 


J The presidents of the frontline states are meeting 

tnis weekend in Lusaka, Zambia, to consult on Rhodesia, and 
they probably will also discuss the coming Security Council 
session on Namibia. Nujoma reportedly is also going to Lusaka, 
and he may try to persuade the presidents to support delaying 
tactics. It seems more likely, however, that the presidents 
will attempt to obtain an African consensus for early implementa- 
tion of the Western proposal. 


South African Foreign Minister Botha has publicly 
implied that his government may not accept UN participation 
in a transitional program if the Council accepts Waldheim's 
recommendations concerning the size of the peacekeeping force 
and the timing of an election. On the other hand. South Africa's 
restrained responses to the attack last week by SWAPO guerril- 
las on a South African military base along the Namibian-Zam- 
bian border suggest that it is primarily seeking assurances 
that the UN force will effectively and impartially enforce a 
truce with SWAPO. 


^ Botha no doubt realizes that a South African demand 

for revisions in Waldheim's recommendations would very likely 
prompt non-Western members of the Security Council to demand 
revisions favorable for SWAPO. An outright refusal by South 

to accept a UN presence in Namibia probably would pro- 
voke demands for additional UN sanctions against South Africa. 
It seems likely that South Africa will attempt to link phased 
withdrawals of South African troops with selections and actions 
of UN contingents that meet basic South African concerns. 


L I Selecting a UN force will be highly contentious, as 

the SWAPO leaders want — and the South Africans will reject — 
contingents from the countries that have supported SWAPO 's 
guerrilla force. The South Africans, moreover, will insist that 
the UN force effectively curtail guerrilla incursions from Angola 
and Zambia, while SWAPO 's backers in the Security Council will 
demand priority at tention be given to monitoring Snni-h A -Fr-ir^pm 
troops and police. | 
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SPAIN: Constitution Delayed 


\ The Spanish Senate’s detiherations on the draft eon- 
stitution are moving slowly as hundreds of amendments are thrashed 
out in oommittee. The Senate will almost aertavnly approve 
the constitution without mayor substantive changes^ 
unexpected delays mean that the referendum to ratify the consti- 
tution may not take place until November. This would give 
terrorists more time to launch a last-ditch effort to derail 
the process. 


I Apparently anxious to demonstrate that the Senate 
is not si mply a rubber stamp of the lower house--which approved 
the draft overwhelmingly in late July — senatorial P^-^ty group 
ani Individual senators presented 1,254 amendments The vast 
stvlistic, but the sheer weight of numbers maxes 
?S^IeSt5 deSs! Th4 informal pact 

house between the two major parties, the ruling ^nion of the 

Democratic Center and the Socialists, is J^J^gg°antiv^ 

to the Senate and ensure that there will be no ma^or substantive 

changes . 

Most substantive debate is likely to focus on ®duca- 
tion— whe re Socialists strongly oppose 

support church schools— on the economic model, and on regional 
autonomy, the knottiest problem. 


I Essentially moderate Basque Nationalist Party members— 
representi ng the vast majority of Basques— absented themselves 
sr^rfinal vote in the lower house because they could not 
accept the draft language. Onless the Senate can out » 

?acS-Lving compromile, the Basque Nationalists may boycott the 
oonltltutlLal Referendum. This would dash government hopes of 
national consensus and cloud future relations between the 
Basque region and Madrid. 

1 The recent wave of terrorist attacks has reminded all 

parties tliat delays at this stage could be dangerous. _ 

aovernment is girding for a major terrorist offensive in antic 
ipI?iSrthat the Basque Fatherland and Liberty organization 
and the leftist Groups of Anti-Fascist Resistance First o 
SStobe? wIlimLe a last-ditch effort to block passage the 
constitution. September promises to be a bloody month, and t 
pressure may encourage the Center Democrats and Socialist s 


to streamline the debates. 
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Angola-Portugal 


//About 500 Angola n refugees have left Portugal 
er the past month. 


ror Angola ov 

another 500 people are preparing to return soon, ana me list 
of those seeking repatriation is growing rapidly. 

1 several thousand refugees will return to 


25X 

25X 


Angola if sufficient funding can be found.// 


//Although the Angolans are giving priority to the 
repatriation of skilled refugees, the government has indicated 
that it will permit all refugees to return except those who are 
known to have opposed the government. The first group of re- 
turnees includes teachers, mechanics, carpenters, restaurant 
workers, and clerks. About two-thirds of the repatriates are 
black, one-fifth white, and about a tenth mulatto.// 


//There are about 10,000 Angolans — mostly refugees — 
in Portugal. ' The repatriation of a substantial number of them 
would help allev i^ate Portugal's unemployment, housi ng, and other 
social problems. 


25X 


Iceland 


I //Progressive Party chairman Olafur Johannesson 
will head a three-party center-left government slated to take 
office today in Iceland. The Progressives, who were the junior 
partner in the previous government, will share the nine cabinet 
posts equally with the Social Democrats and the Communist- 
dominated People's Alliance. The members of the People's Alli- 
ance, which traditionally has opposed ties with NATO and the 
US-manned base in Iceland, will fill posts involved exclusively 
with domestic and commercial affairs. Benedikt Grondal, chairman 
of the Social Democrats and a staunch supporter of the US pres- 
ence in Iceland, will be Foreign Minister.// 
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I 1 //The first act of the new government will ho +-<-» 

announce a currency devaluation. The govLnment is also 
to issue a statement on defense and fLeign afLirs, paiSJtak^ 

parties°^that hours of negotiations among the 

parties, that will reflect agreement to leave Iceland':^ t-o 1 o- 
tionships with the US and NATO unchanged. ~ ^ 

Iran 


25X1 


■ ■■ . u, Muslim fundamentalist demonstrators clashed 

a 5® religious center of Mashhad yesterday. Po- 
lice killed two demonstrators, according to the press The rlot-c, 
were aparently triggered by commemoration ceremonies ’ fS vic- 
tims who died in clashes last month. Local Muslim leaders ap- 

Se^ci^i^r? ^ inciting the rioters. The ?le?gy- 

men called for a general strike, according to press reports 

and succeeded in shutting down commercial areas of the city! 


Mashhad clergymen would appear to have acted in 
defiance of newly appointed Prime Minister Sharif-Emami ' s call 

between the government and the conservative 
community. The Mashhad rioting does not augur well 
Prime Minister's pro spects for bridging di f 
with alienated Muslim clergymen. | 
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USSR-China 


1 Sino-Soviet trade for the first six months of this 

I I =v,on+- 30 nercent over the same period in 1977/ 

year was Up about 30 Pf^ce^^ <3urina this period 


■ year was Up about 30 percenr tr^e during this period 

three times faster than imports 
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